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I would argue that one of the better outcomes of the
pandemic has been our tendency to be more discerning about
how and where we spend our time—a kind of impatience
with activities that are not fulfilling or meaningful. It has
been true in the workforce where many realized it was time
to move on from jobs that were either overly demanding, or
underpaid, or both. I know museum directors who have opted
for early retirements, and I do fear that the museum field lost
many young workers to other careers. For me, it was taking
advantage of invitations to any family parties that I might be invited to, even if it
meant a long drive.
This newsletter includes our six-month calendar—a carefully curated list of
experiences and programs that, we hope, you and the public will find engaging and
worth your time. How do we decide what to present? Variety of topic, timing and
format—so we might reach the people who prefer lectures about decorative arts
as well as those who enjoy bringing mom to our Mothers’ Day Tea. Educational
programs which might open your mind to new perspectives, enhance your
knowledge of local history, and understand how households today differ from
those of the 19th and 20th century.
The RJD looks drastically different across the seasons. We were seeing over
1,000 people on the grounds some months this past summer: a combination of the
wedding floodgates opening and the move of all RJD programs to our outside stage
and classroom (as I call it). Our winter season moves to Zoom and the Museum’s
parlors for the most part. In this museum for all seasons, we hope our discerning
members will enjoy any number of activities, including…
…A Valentines Concert with Austin Burns—register soon if you want the “sweetheart
table.”
…A talk with RJD’s new Manager of Collections and Interpretation, Lauren Prescott.
…The return of New Bedford High’s jazz band for their annual spring concert, and…
…A discussion on how gardening can teach valuable occupational skills.
I know when I see people at the RJD that, out of the many choices they had,
they made the decision to spend their time with us. On behalf of the staff and
board, we’re grateful for that and we aim to keep those guests—and you—coming
back, again and again.
Stay well, my friends.
Dawn E. Salerno
Executive Director

Facilities Manager & Lead Gardener
Frederick Finneran
Development & Administrative
Coordinator
Hillary Fortin
Events
Lauren Helley
Cover: Exterior, Rotch-Jones-Duff House & Garden Museum. See Farrow and Beige, page 2.
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Museum News

The RJD Welcomes New Staff

Lauren Prescott

Hillary Fortin

Lauren Prescott joined the RJD
staff as Manager of Collections and
Interpretation in August of 2021.
She is also the Archivist & Online
Curator at the Wayside Inn in Sudbury,
Massachusetts. She formerly served
as Executive Director at the South
End Historical Society. As the sole
employee of an active organization,
Lauren was responsible for every
aspect of the Society, including
collections management. Lauren
brings years of experience in
collections, having worked at the
Arlington Historical Society, City of
Boston Archives, and The Trustees of
Reservations.
Lauren holds a Master of Arts
in History from the University of
Massachusetts Boston, with a focus on
Public History & Archives. She received
her Bachelor of Arts in History from the
University of Massachusetts Amherst.
Lauren was born and raised in New
Bedford and currently resides with her
family in Quincy, Massachusetts.

Hillary Fortin joined the RJD staff as
Development and Administration
Coordinator in November of 2021. After
graduating from Siena College with a
B.A. in Art History and Museum Studies,
Hillary traveled to Scotland to pursue
a graduate degree at the University of
Glasgow. She graduated from there
with a Master of Letters in Technical Art
History. Prior to the RJD, she worked at
the Hill-Stead Museum, in Connecticut;
Olana State Historic Site, in New York;
and Newport Art Museum in Rhode
Island.
“Since the start of my career, I have
been driven by my passion for museum
collections and preservation. I am
excited to support this institution and
its mission to preserve the historic
building and grounds, educate and
engage visitors, and to build a rich
collection.”
On a more personal note, Hillary
loves animals and enjoys spending
time with family and friends, exploring
nature preserves, and traveling.
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Farrow and Beige
Doesn’t it sound like the next hot
series on Netflix? It’s not—it’s the
modern color equivalent of what
William Rotch Jr. would have painted
his mansion in 1834. And it is the
new color you see on the two largest
buildings on museum property. The
story behind them is “binge-worthy”…
Episode one opens on
conservator Alexander Papo of
Architectural Conservation Services
in Seekonk, Massachusetts. Papo
is hired to do the forensic work that
might reveal the true historic color of
a house that is nearly 190 years old.
Episode two: a flashback to
November 2020, Executive Director
Dawn Salerno submits a grant to the
Community Preservation Committee
for about $90,000 to paint the
largest buildings on the Rotch-JonesDuff Estate. Eight months later, the
Museum receives the grant.
Episode three: Papo’s research
reveals that the color of the
clapboards and flush boards
closely match Sherwin Williams
“Farrow.” The color of the building
trim matches closely with Benjamin
Moore “Shaker Beige.” Neither is
very far from the “gold” color the
house had been painted for the last
generation.
Episode four: CAS Services are
hired in September 2021 for painting,
carpentry, masonry repair, and
window restoration. Grant monies
from Massachusetts's Community
Preservation Act (CPA) pay the bill
(about $81,000) for painting.
Episode five: Work is completed
in November 2021. But will the public
approve? After all, the house has
been "gold" for…well…as long as
anyone can remember.

Museum News

RJD Welcomes New Trustees to Board
The RJD welcomed four new members
to its Board of Trustees, elected at the
Annual Meeting on September 23, 2021.

Amelia Alburn

Amelia Alburn is the Director of
Experiential Learning and Internship
Development at the University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth. She has

focused on humane communities,
institutions and campuses, and
transportation infrastructure in Boston,
Providence, Seattle, Puerto Rico and
now New Bedford. She helped shape
community development projects
that include Boston’s Big Dig and Rose
Kennedy Greenway, Seattle’s first
growth-management comprehensive
plan, and Brown University’s recent
growth in Providence’s historic Jewelry
District. After retiring she relocated to
New Bedford, where she is a founder
and boardmember of the New Bedford
Light, an independent, online, nonprofit community news source. She
and her puppy Arty are enjoying getting
to know the city.

worked in higher education for over
a decade at institutions including
University of Rhode Island, Wentworth
Institute of Technology, and Roger
Williams University. Amelia is from
Burrillville, RI, and currently resides
with her husband and one-year old
daughter in Bristol, RI.

Rebecca Barnes is an architect,
planner and writer whose work has

With degrees in philosophy, political
science and government, and previous
experience as a trustee on the UMass
Dartmouth Board of Trustees, Amanda
Kuffoh has focused her efforts on
the creative and cultural sectors
through community-based work and
partnerships. In her various roles,
she has helped bring community
perspectives to bear on program
design. As an Education Liaison for the
New Bedford NAACP, Amanda brings
skills in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
training, program planning, and policymaking.

Luis Duffy-Baraybar

Rebecca Barnes

Amanda Kuffoh

Luis Duffy-Baraybar was born in Peru.
His career ambitions brought him to
Boston where he worked in medicine
for over a decade. His current work
allows him to travel around North
America, conducting training on a
specific cardiac device. Outside of
work, Luis enjoys art and geneology
research. He is also a member of the
New England Genealogical Society.
Luis spends time between his homes in
Fairhaven and Boston with his husband
Keith Cabral and their Cocker Spaniel
Luna.
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The current Board of Trustees
numbers 20 individuals from various
backgrounds. Trustees for the RJD
serve three-year terms and may be reelected for up to two additional terms,
for a total of nine years. Nominations
for this year were sought from a variety
of community constituencies and
networks.
Those interested in serving on
the Museum’s board may contact
Executive Director, Dawn Salerno,
for more information: Dsalerno@
rjdmuseum.org / 508-997-1401.
Nominations open in March of 2022 for
the following September.

In Memory of Elise Mock
BY DAWN SALERNO

This past fall, the museum lost a
dedicated and loyal supporter: Elise
Mock passed on September 17, 2021.
Elise joined the RJD Board of Trustees
in 2005 as Vice President. By the next
year, she was President of the board,
and there she served until 2010. Of all
the people I was told to meet when I
was hired as the new director for the
RJD, Elise’s name came up again and
again.
In case you are not familiar
with Elise, I’ve extracted a bit of her
background from the obituary.
She earned both her BA and MA in
French Literature. After receiving her
library degree, Elise worked at Widener
Library at Harvard University, as the

librarian at Tobey Hospital in Wareham,
and as the head librarian at Tabor
Academy in Marion. In 1984, she joined
the family businesses: New Bedford
Thread Co., Inc. and Nye Lubricants,

Inc. of Fairhaven, Massachusetts. She
worked for both companies until their
sales in 2020.
One RJD trustee who served with
Elise said, “When Elise spoke, the table
got quiet – everyone listened”. We were
not the only ones to benefit from her
wise insight and advice. She served
on the boards of Friends Academy in
Dartmouth, Grinnell Mansion in New
Bedford, and the YMCA Southcoast.
The Rotch-Jones-Duff House
& Garden Museum has been the
fortunate designee for memorial gifts
in Elise’s name. Her impact on the
Museum as both volunteer and donor
is something for which we will continue
to be grateful.
Photo: Elise at the RJD’s Celebrate
reception, 2011.

RJD Greenhouse Renovation Completed
The Garden Club of Buzzards Bay
designed and carried out a major
interior renovation of the greenhouse
on the RJD property. GCBB has
been in residence in the greenhouse
since 1982 when, as part of the
effort to preserve the RJD property
as a museum, the club agreed to
rehabilitate the then-abandoned
greenhouse and raised the necessary
funds from its members. Greenhouse
restoration specialist Mark Ward
supervised the work.
A greenhouse was originally
added to the RJD property by Edward
Jones before 1872. It is known that the
section of the property that included
the greenhouse and surrounding
gardens was regarded as a “service”
area and was clearly distinguished
from the ornamental gardens by
fencing and other screening.

The renovation project included
replacing wood-and-cinder-block
greenhouse benches with sleek
galvanized ones; putting new tops
and shelves on the two long potting
benches; replacing the overhead vent
and fan systems; building a custom
base for the vintage sink and adding
new steel tables on each side; and
interior painting. Vintage fans, brackets
and other historic appointments were
preserved. Funding was again provided
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from GCBB member donations.
GCBB uses the greenhouse to
propagate and grow plants for a spring
plant sale, its primary fundraiser.
Revenue from the sale supports civic
projects and a local grants program.
At the RJD, GCBB led the 1985
restoration of the woodland garden
in the southeast quadrant, winning
a national Garden Club of America
award to support the work. GCBB
currently is engaged in a renovation to
reflect the tastes of the Jones era and
enhance the visitor experience. GCBB
also supported development of the
Olmsted Center’s Cultural Landscape
Report for the RJD and installation
of the orchard and rose parterre in
the RJD gardens. The greenhouse
renovation is a natural extension of a
forty-year collaboration between the
RJD and GCBB.

Calendar
J A N UA R Y

MEMBERS RECEPTION
Sunday, January 23, 1pm

APRIL

VALENTINE'S CONCERT
AUSTIN BURNS
AND MICHELLE GORDON
Sunday, February 13, 2pm
Michelle Gordon and Austin Burns return to

Museum members are invited to a reception

the RJD parlors with a concert of love songs.

in the double parlors of the mansion where

Fee: $10 Members / $15 Public.

they can view current exhibitions and get
a behind-the-scenes look at museum
collections. Refreshments will be served.
R.S.V.P. to Hillary by January 19.

F E B R UA R Y

CHAMBER MUSIC IN THE PARLORS
NEW BEDFORD SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS
Sunday, April 3, 2pm
The double parlors of the RJD Mansion were

MARCH

used for musical performances by both
Jones and Duff families. Enjoy an afternoon
of music in the parlors, featuring New

GREENER FUTURES
VIRTUAL PANEL DISCUSSION
Thursday, March 10, 5:30pm

Bedford Symphony Orchestra musicians
Laura Shamu and Michael Mechanic.
Fee: $10 Members / $15 Public.

Panelists speak about gardening programs
that rehabilitate people and communities.
This event is free as a part of AHA night.

THE MAKERS SERIES: NEEDLEWORK
VIRTUAL TALK WITH DEIDRE SCHERER
Thursday, February 10, 5:30pm
Needlework is a handcraft dating back
thousands of years. Deidre Scherer worked
in oils, charcoal and pencil before turning to
fabric. Her thread-on-fabric work has been
shown in over 200 exhibitions worldwide.

THE MAKERS SERIES: WOODWORKING
VIRTUAL TALK WITH RICK FINNERAN
OPEN HOUSE AT THE MANSION
Saturday, March 19, 1pm–4pm
Drop by 396 County Street for brief guided
tours of the mansion and refreshments.
Free admission.

This event is free as a part of AHA night.
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Thursday, April 14, 5:30pm
The RJD’s Facilities Manager and Lead
Gardener speaks about poetry, repurposed
wood, and the building of a rocking chair.
This event is free as part of AHA Night.

M AY

MOTHER'S DAY TEA
Sunday, May 8, 11am

CONCERT IN THE GARDEN
NEW BEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL
JAZZ BAND AND ORCHESTRA
Tuesday, May 17, 7pm
Student musicians perform various pieces

SAVE OUR DATE!
THE ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY
OF THE ROTCH-JONES-DUFF HOUSE
Saturday, June 11
Our annual party in the garden includes
seasonal hors d’oeuvres, open bar, and

Enjoy a Spring outing in the historic garden

of classical and jazz repertoire from the last

of the Museum. Parties of two to eight

200 years. The New Bedford High School

people are welcome for seating under

Jazz Band is an after school ensemble

the tent. Your ticket fee includes tea, tea

grades 9–12 directed by Tim Mason. The

sandwiches, scones and desserts. Spring

New Bedford High School Orchestra is an

hats and dress encouraged! Tickets are $25

after school ensemble grades 9–12 directed

and must be purchased by May 5. Visit

by Elijah Langille. Free admission; general

www.rjdmuseum.org to reserve your table,

seating on the lawn and patio.

Join BuyBlackNB on Juneteenth in the

JUNE

diverse group of local vendors offering you

or call the Museum.

great décor as well as fun and creative ways
to support the Museum.

BUYBLACKNB
POP-UP VENDOR MARKET
Sunday, June 19
gardens of the RJD for a hand-selected
the opportunity to find your next favorite
product. Free.

Please call the museum in advance
or visit our web site to register
for programs with a fee:
508-997-1401 / www.rjdmuseum.org
Virtual program info can be accessed
from our website.

THE MAKERS SERIES: GLASSBLOWING
LAUREN PRESCOTT, MANAGER OF
COLLECTIONS AND INTERPRETATION,
RJD AND ALFRED AUBUT, JR.
Thursday, May 12, 6pm

GARDEN TOUR
RICK FINNERAN
Thursday, June 9, 5:30pm

Learn about the history of glass-blowing,

Rick Finneran, RJD’s Lead Gardener gives

and New Bedford’s impact on the art form. A

a 30-minute tour in the garden, addressing

glass blower who once worked for Pairpoint

design elements, rose care, and the history

Glass Company illuminates the process.

of the neighborhood. This event is free as

This event is free as part of AHA Night.

part of AHA night.
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Looking for a special site to
host your 2022 event?
The RJD garden and mansion make for unique and inspiring
backdrops to your gathering: wedding ceremonies, receptions,
rehearsal dinners, cocktail hours, birthday and retirement parties,
bar and bat mitzvahs, showers, and corporate meetings.
Plan now for summer and fall 2022!
Contact our Functions Departments for more information:
(508) 997-1401 x105
functions@rjdmuseum.org

