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HOME IS WHERE THE HEARTH IS



Twice a year, the RJD staff put aside their regular daily 
tasks and dive into larger organizing and cleaning 
projects. The last all-staff effort focused on our attic 
space where collections and archives are housed. 
You know a staff is dedicated to the project when 
they spend a summer day working in the un-air-
conditioned attic… and while there is much more to 
do in that space, we made great progress. At least two 
storage rooms were reorganized and cleared so that 
collections are more safely stored and easier to find. 

Cleaning days can also unearth fun things. Some 
of the drawers were lined with newspapers from the 1970s, for example. The 
Museum’s newsletters, dating back to our founding years, were also saved 
up in one big box and will now be stored properly with other institutional 
archives. In the 1980s, the newsletter was called “The Record." I have been 
enjoying reading some of them, and thinking about how we compare today. 

In 1988, for example, my predecessor Kate Corkum had just been hired as 
the new Museum Shop Manager. The museum shop had just been established 
and was being marketed as “the perfect solution to holiday and everyday 
shopping.” Visit the shop today and you’ll see that we’ve consolidated the 
merchandise to make room for our new Jones era kitchen exhibition. And at 
the same time, we’re refreshing our stock with new gift items, like candles, 
puzzles, and RJD swag.

In that same 1988 issue was an announcement soliciting for donations 
of period furniture like that in Emma Jones 1890 bedroom. Specifically, the 
museum staff sought a “stick back chair early 1800’s, a rocking chair with 
turned spindle posts with egg shaped finials and a rush seat, and a tripod 
table with three cabriole legs with snake feet circa 1860s,” among other items. 
Similarly, 34 years later, our newest exhibition relied on loans and gifts from 
generous donors. 

One of the more surprising aspects of this newsletter was the member list: 
over 500 museum members. Today we hover around 180 active members. How 
was triple that number achieved? 1988 was close to our founding years when I 
imagine there was much excitement for this fledgling museum. We may not be 
new, but we’re doing new things every season.

The photos, names and news in The Record serve as more than nostalgia. 
Like all historical records, we can learn from them. I myself am inspired to 
reach 500 museum members! If you’re already a member yourself, please 
share the love! Consider giving a gift of RJD membership to a friend, family 
member, coworker or teacher. You can also help share your love of the 
Museum by bringing a group to visit; host your next book club or luncheon in 
the mansion; come to a concert or lecture in the parlors. 

If, in 34 years, the executive director of the RJD is looking at this 
newsletter, I hope they will be impressed by the creativity of our programs 
and the caliber of our people. Hoping to see you soon.

Dawn E. Salerno
Executive Director

From the Director
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The RJD Welcomes Three New Trustees

The RJD welcomed three new 
members to its Board of Trustees, 
elected at the Annual Meeting on 
September 15, 2022. 

Janet Coquillette has been 
involved with nonprofit organizations 
for over thirty years. Before 
relocating to the South Coast in 
2018, she worked in Cleveland, 
consulting with nonprofits of all 
sizes on strategic planning, strategic 
collaboration, governance, resource 
development, and other areas 
of organizational strength. As a 
community volunteer, she served 
on the boards of The Cleveland 
Museum of Art Womens Council, 
The Music Settlement, and Rainey 
Institute, among others. As Chair of 
the CMA Womens Council, she led 
a 650-member organization that 
serves as the museum’s primary 
affiliate group and served ex officio 
on the museum’s Board of Trustees.

Janet is the immediate past 
President of The Garden Club of 
Buzzards Bay and a member of the 
New Bedford Creative Consortium, 
the Arts & Culture Advisory 
Committee of the SouthCoast 
Community Foundation, and the 
Mattapoisett Cultural Council. 

Museum News

A resident of New Bedford, Donna 
Criscuolo holds a BBA from the 
University of Miami and an MBA 
from the University of Pheonix. She 
has spent the last fifteen years in 
nonprofit leadership and is currently 
the Executive Director of Leadership 
SouthCoast. An avid gardener, cook 
and lover of all things beautiful, 
Donna considers herself to be a 
voyeur of art and culture. Her love 
of ballet at an early age endeared 
her to the arts. She perceives art 
and culture as the intersection of 
humanity with the divine.

Janet Coquillette Donna Criscuolo Alanna Jaworski

Alanna Jaworski is a licensed 
architect, born and raised in New 
England. After graduating with a 
Bachelor of Architecture degree 
from the Pratt Institute, she lived 
and worked in New York. Her 
projects ranged from adaptive reuse, 
public school work and restoration, 
to affordable housing, and mixed 
use. She spent years implementing 
the Universal Pre-K program 
throughout New York City so that all 
children could have access to free 
early education. 

Now working for a firm in 
Providence on a variety of projects, 
but with a focus on affordable 
housing and sustainability, she is 
establishing herself within the New 
Bedford community. 

In her free time, you’ll find 
her gardening or doing an art 
project. She’s involved with a 
school in Cambodia helping give 
native minority Cham Muslims the 
opportunity to learn English and 
basic computer skills.  

She lives in New Bedford with her 
entrepreneur artist husband, Mark 
Parsons, and daughter, Ruby. 

The current Board of Trustees 
numbers 19 individuals from various 
backgrounds. Trustees for the RJD 
serve three-year terms and may be
re-elected for up to two additional 
terms, for a total of nine years. 

Those interested in serving on 
the Museum’s board may contact 
Executive Director Dawn Salerno 
for more information:  
Dsalerno@rjdmuseum.org / 
508-997-1401.  
Nominations open in March of 2023 for 
the following September.
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BY LAUREN PRESCOTT

When entering the RJD historic 
mansion from the visitor’s entrance, 
one finds themselves in a large, 
welcoming space that serves as the 
museum’s gift shop. Noticeable  from 
the same vantage point is an 1870s 
coal-fired stove, a sink, and wait, is that 
a dumbwaiter in the corner?

This space was once the mansion’s 
main kitchen. As a historian, I enjoy 
visiting historic house museums 
and seeing how kitchens, especially 
Victorian ones, functioned in homes of 
all sizes. The RJD has been unable to 
thoroughly discuss the history of the 
home’s kitchen, and staff, until now. A 
new installation reclaims this space for 
its original function as a kitchen dating 
to the Jones era (1851–1935). The 
display features kitchen implements 
from that era, including an ice cream 
maker, coffee grinder, and a kitchen 
scale. It aims to show what the kitchen 
looked like, as well as explaining how 
it functioned as a work and gathering 
space for staff.
Victorian (1837–1901) vs. 
Modern Kitchens

The Victorian era saw 
enhancements that we take for 
granted in our kitchens: refrigeration, 
running water, and stoves - all major 
improvements introduced in the 19th 
century. The most important, perhaps, 
was running water. The advent of 
indoor plumbing ended the laborious 
task of hauling water in buckets for 
cooking or bathing.

Modern kitchens are outwardly 
oriented. Usually, the center of the 
room is open and counterspace lines 
the perimeter of the room. Victorian 
kitchens had a different orientation. 
The main work surface in a Victorian 
kitchen was usually a large, wooden, 
utilitarian table. Along the perimeter 

Mathilde Lindgren, c. 1924. Dublin House 
Guest Book, 1902–1934, private collection.

Exhibitions

of the walls, one would find the stove, 
sink, and usually large wooden storage 
furniture. Built-in cabinets, a common 
feature in modern kitchens, did not 
exist in the Victorian kitchen.
396 County Street

From extensive research, we know 
that both the Rotch and Jones families 
had a cook on staff. Cooks were 
distinguished from chefs in that chefs 
were usually male and supervised a 
cadre of assistants; cooks not only 
ordered and prepared the family’s 
food, but they also often cleaned 
dishes and kitchen floors.

As was common in households 
with only a few staff, the Jones 
daughters worked alongside their 
employees, doing light housework, 
seasonal cleaning, sewing and a 
limited amount of cooking. They 
therefore established a relationship 
with staff similar to that of the Rotch 
era.

Although the Jones household 
had some form of refrigeration, 

frequent trips to the market were 
standard. “Minnie and I are going 
to get up tomorrow very early and 
going to market with Lucy to buy 
blackberries,” Sarah Jones informed 
her father, Edward Jones, in 1858. In 
other correspondence the culinary-
challenged Sarah mentions preparing 
pies, omelets, gingerbread, and cream 
pies with equally unskilled friends. 
“How we must bother the cooks,” she 
remarked. After arriving home late 
one night, Lucy Clark provided Edward 
Jones with a meal of “some tea, ginger, 
& gave some cold chicken, bread, etc.” 
The Jones family favored unadorned, 
traditional New England foods.
Mathilde Lindgren

Mathilde Lindgren (also spelled 
Matilda and Mathilda) was working for 
Amelia Jones by 1910. Born in 1879 in 
Norway, Lindgren immigrated to the 
United States in 1891.

Each morning, after conferring with 
Amelia Jones, Lindgren would see to 
the preparation of menus ranging from 
the simple to the complex, depending 
on the occasion. The food she was 
preparing for Amelia in the early 20th 
century was not far from the dishes 
Amelia had as a child: Johnny cakes, 
cod fish balls, blueberry muffins, and 
boiled eggs served in the English 
fashion. Lindgren was known for her 
puff pastry, and cracked cocoa (a 19th 
century version of hot chocolate).

Home is Where the Hearth Is is on 
display now through summer of 2023. 
Many thanks are due to our summer 
intern, Lexus Calvin-Rakoski, for 
her research assistance, and to the 
following for their loan of items in the 
exhibition:
The Manley Family of Alderbrook Farm
The New Bedford Society of Friends
Pamela Sherman
Jacqueline and Stephen Redfern
Nancy Rivet

Home is Where the Hearth Is
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Calendar

JANUARY

FAMILY STORYTIME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW 
BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Wednesday, January 18, noon
Meet in the mansion for an engaging half 
hour of stories for the whole family. After 
the stories, take home a family fun craft kit 
to collaborate and create together!  Family 
Storytime will run third Wednesdays of every 
month, through June. Open to all ages with 
accompanying adult. Free.

FEBRUARY

YOGA AND BREATHWORK FOR SENIORS
WITH JULIET LORANGER,  
SCHOOL OF YOGA NEW BEDFORD
Thursdays, 11am – 12:15pm,
January 19 - February 9
This series is curated for folks that are in 
a later stage of life and are curious about 
how yoga can contribute to the vitality 
of daily movement. Each class includes 
a discussion on joint care and breathing; 
adaptive methods for standing, seated, 
and supine yoga poses; and overall 

VALENTINE'S CONCERT
WITH AUSTIN BURNS  
AND MICHELLE GORDON
Sunday, February 12, 1pm
Michelle Gordon and Austin Burns return 
to the RJD parlors with a concert of love 
songs. Gordon is a talented pianist, teacher, 
and music minister for The Mattapoisett 
Congregational Church. Burns is a vocalist 
who plays a variety of instruments. He is 
also a teacher and music minister for Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ in New Bedford. Fee: 
$10 Members / $15 Public. General seating; 
advance registration recommended. 
Reserve a sweetheart table! $50 flat fee 
for two: includes flowers and chocolates. 
Limited availability.

FAMILY STORYTIME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW 
BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Wednesday, February 15, noon
See January listing for details. Open to all 
ages with accompanying adult. Free.

Please call the museum in 
advance or visit our web site 

to register for programs  
with a fee:  

www.rjdmuseum.org  
508-997-1401

Virtual program info can be 
accessed from our website. 

conversation about movement and 
stillness in relation to yoga and aging. 
This class is open to both those new to 
yoga and those who have familiarity with 
yoga. Fee:  $95 (four-week series.)

Juliet is an expert in the field of yoga and is 
able to share a broad band of information 
that is based on evidence and progress being 
made through research. She has adapted the 
yoga practice to be educational so students 
can garnish a practice for themselves that 
feels doable and valuable. 

MEMBERS RECEPTION
Sunday, January 22, 11:30am – 1pm
Museum Members are invited to a reception 
and curator’s tour of the newest exhibition 
at the mansion. Lauren Prescott will speak 
about the development of the Jones’ era 
kitchen display, and refreshment will be 
served. Members are welcome to bring two 
non-member guests with them. R.S.V.P. to 
Hillary Fortin: HFortin@rjdmuseum.org / 
508-997-1401 x103.

BEHIND-THE-SCENES: THE LAUNDRY 
ROOM & SUMMER KITCHEN
Thursday, February 9, 4:30pm – 6pm
Get a glimpse of museum areas and objects 
not normally on view. The lower level of the 
Museum used to function as the laundry 
area and summer kitchen. See the spaces 
as they are now, as well as historic photos of 
both areas during the Duff era. Warm up with 
some tea while visiting. Admission is free as 
a part of AHA night. 



APR I L

FAMILY STORYTIME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW 
BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Wednesday, March 15, noon
See January listing for details. Open to all 
ages with accompanying adult. Free.
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MARCH

BEHIND THE SCENES: UNDER WHERE?
Thursday, April 13, 4:30pm – 6pm
Get a glimpse of museum areas and 
objects not normally on view.  Manager 
of Collections and Interpretation, Lauren 
Prescott, shows undergarments from the 
collection and how they would have been 
layered. Enjoy refreshments while visiting. 
Admission is free as a part of AHA night.

CHAMBER MUSIC IN THE PARLORS
WITH NEW BEDFORD SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS
Sunday, April 16, 1pm
The double parlors of the RJD Mansion were 
used for musical performances by both 
Jones and Duff families. Enjoy an afternoon 
of music in the parlors with an NBSO 
woodwind quintet. Fee: $10 Members / $15 
Public.

FAMILY STORYTIME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW 
BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Wednesday, April 19, noon
See January listing for details. Open to all 
ages with accompanying adult. Free

OPEN HOUSE AT THE MANSION
Saturday, March 18, 1pm – 4pm
Drop by the estate at 396 County Street 
for brief guided tours of the mansion and 
refreshments. Enter a drawing to win a 
Museum membership and take home a 
goody-bag! Free admission.

DR. MARIE EQUI'S NEW BEDFORD, 
1872 – 1892
HYBRID TALK BY ANESHIA SAVINO
Wednesday, March 15, 5:30pm
Before Dr. Marie Equi became known for her 
labor and anti-war activism, and a life spent 
with and loving women, she grew up in New 
Bedford. This talk explores the city during 
a time when whaling fleets were shrinking 
and textile mills were on the rise. It will also 
reveal the radical roots of Equi’s fighting 
spirit. Suggested donation in lieu of a fee: 
$10. 

Aneshia (she/her) is a New Bedford High School 
graduate who earned her B.A. in Anthropology/
Archaeology at the University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque. She curates and installs the 
Marie Equi Zine Library, is a Community Board 
Member of the Queer Arts Council of New 
Bedford, and works out of a restored textile mill 
in New Bedford, where she and her partner live 
with their cat.

 

FINDING THE SPARK TO LIGHT 
THE FIRE
VIRTUAL LECTURE  
WITH KATINA FONTES
Wednesday, February 15, 5:30pm
Currently, many historic sites are digging 
deeper into their archives to tell more 
diverse and inclusive stories. At the 
same time, visitors and donors with deep 
connections to the dominant narratives of 
these sites wonder, “Why are you ‘canceling’ 
the history that I love?” They also 
question the value of history from different 
perspectives and experiences. During this 
program, Katina Fontes will discuss the 
benefits of expanding stories at historic 
sites and share some of her program design 
experiences at The Wayside Inn in Sudbury, 
MA. Suggested donation (in lieu of fee): $10.
Katina Fontes, Ph.D. is an independent 
consultant.

BEHIND THE SCENES:  
THE ATTIC AND CUPOLA
Thursday, March 9, 4:30pm – 6pm
Get a glimpse of museum areas and objects 
not normally on view. The third floor housed 
domestic staff during the Jones residency, 
and the cupola was added at the same time 
for its vantage point over the harbor.  Warm 
up with some tea while visiting. Admission is 
free as a part of AHA night.



MAY
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JUNE

BUYBLACKNB POP-UP 
VENDOR MARKET
Saturday, June 17, 11am – 4pm
Join BuyBlackNB on Juneteenth weekend 
in the gardens of the RJD. Shop a curated 
selection of local Black-owned businesses 
while enjoying music, giveaways, 
networking, and community building. Free.

FAMILY STORYTIME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW 
BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Wednesday, June 21, noon
See January listing for details. Open to all 
ages with accompanying adult. Free. 

SAVE OUR DATE! JUNE 9
THE ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY OF THE 
ROTCH-JONES-DUFF HOUSE
Our annual party in the garden includes 
seasonal hors d’oeuvres, open bar, and 
great décor as well as fun and creative ways 
to support the Museum. Details coming by 
May 1.

CONCERT IN THE GARDEN
WITH NEW BEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ 
BAND, STRING ORCHESTRA AND STEEL 
BAND
Tuesday, May 16th, 7pm
This concert features student musicians 
from New Bedford High School performing 
various pieces of jazz, classical, and 
contemporary repertoire from the last 200 
years. The New Bedford High School Jazz 
Band is an after-school ensemble directed 
by Tim Mason specializing in multiple 
styles of jazz and improvisation. The New 
Bedford High School String Orchestra is an 
afterschool ensemble grades 9-12 under 
the direction of Loredana Mello. The New 
Bedford High School Steel Band is an after-
school band, grades 6-12, conducted by Lee 
Dias. They perform contemporary music 
steeped in the traditions of Trinidad and 
Tobago. Free admission; general seating on 
the lawn and patio.

FAMILY STORYTIME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW 
BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Wednesday, May 17, noon
See January listing for details. Open to all 
ages with accompanying adult. Free. 

ROSE GARDEN TOUR
Thursday, June 8, 5:30pm
Rick Finneran, RJD’s Lead Gardener, gives 
a 45-minute tour in the garden, addressing 
rose propagation, and the history of the 
neighborhood. He’ll also share his tips for 
drying roses. This event is free as part of 
AHA night.

BEHIND THE SCENES:  
ODDITIES FROM THE ATTIC
Thursday, May 11, 4:30pm – 6pm
Get a glimpse of museum areas and objects 
not normally on view. Collections Manager, 
Lauren Prescott, pulls a few oddities from 
collections storage and explains how 
objects end up at museums. Admission is 
free as a part of AHA night.

MOTHER'S DAY TEA
Saturday, May 13, 1pm
Enjoy a Spring outing in the historic garden 
of the Museum. Parties of 2–8 people are 
welcome for seating under the tent. Your 
ticket fee includes tea, tea sandwiches, 
desserts, and admission to the Museum 
House. Spring hats and dress encouraged!
Tickets are $25 and must be purchased by  
May 5. Visit rjdmuseum.org to reserve your 
table, or call the Museum.  
48 hours notice is required to receive a refund
for canceled reservations.

SURVEYING THE FURNITURE OF 
JULES ALLARD
VIRTUAL TALK  
WITH KEDRA KEARIS AND BEN BOWERY
Thursday, April 20, 5:30pm
The Preservation Society of Newport County 
holds the largest collection of works by 
designer Jules Allard, whose businesses in 
Paris and New York catered to a clientele of 
wealthy, socially ambitious Americans. Hear 
from two resident Fellows, Kedra Kearis 
and Ben Bowery, who have been conducting 
an extensive survey of Allard furniture 
designs for Newport Gilded Age mansions. 
Suggested donation in lieu of a fee: $10.

Photo courtesy of the Preservation Society of
Newport County.
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Entertain your guests in one of the most unique 
event venues in South Coast Massachusetts. 

Whether you’re planning a gathering of 30 or 200, 
make it an event to remember by reserving  

the Rotch-Jones-Duff House & Garden Museum  
for your next event. From sophisticated splendor to 

casual fun, the possibilities are limited  
only by your imagination.

Easy access from I-195 and a location  
in New Bedford's Seaport District near three hotels, 

just minutes from the Cape & Islands  
high speed ferries, make the Museum  

the ideal central location for your next event.

Contact our Functions & Sales Manager to assist 
with the planning of your special event.

tel | 508.997.1401 email | functions@rjdmuseum.org website | www.rjdmuseum.org/weddings

When beauty 
meets architecture,

magic happens.


